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2026 Chili Cookoff
Davis Island Yacht Club Booth-of-the-Year Event
Davis Island Yacht Club, Tampa, Florida  •  October 3rd, 2026
NOTICE OF COOKING
This event is for all members and guests. We encourage you to cook in the cookoff unless you can't for the following reasons:
1. 
1. You don't own a chili pot
1. You don't have a friend with a chili recipe
1. Your partner doesn't care to cook with you
1. You don't know where the booths are set up
1. You were abducted by little green men

COOKING RULES
1. The cookoff will be governed by this Notice of Cooking and any additional instructions posted at the event.
1. Chili must be cooked from scratch, beginning with raw meats and spices. Commercial chili powder is permitted; complete commercial chili mixes are not. Ingredients may be chopped in advance, but no pre-cooking of meat is allowed prior to Saturday, October 3rd — doing so will disqualify your entry from judging.
1. Beans, pasta, rice, and similar ingredients are approved for this competition.
1. Entries must be a minimum of 16 quarts (Habanero Division) or 8 quarts (Jalapeno Division).
1. Cooking sources are limited to a traditional propane stove/stand or Coleman fuel. No open fires are permitted.
1. Teams must furnish their own cookware, utensils, tables, coolers, ice, extension cords, canopies, and chairs. The Club will provide bowls, napkins, crackers, and plastic-ware.
ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY
1. The cookoff is open to all members and guests. Advance registration is required.
1. [image: ]Expected Divisions are Habanero (cooked on-site) and Jalapeno (pre-cooked, brought to the event).
1. Teams shall register on SignUpGenius. Use the link below or the QR code to sign up. Once registered, teams will receive booth layouts and other event information.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054DADAD2AA7F58-65118896-diyc
1. Registration closes at 1700 on September 29, 2026. Late entries may be accepted at the sole discretion of the Event Organizer.
SCHEDULE
	1000 – 1200
	Booth set-up and Check-In open (closes promptly at 1200)

	1200
	Cooking Commences — Habanero Division only

	1400 – 1800
	Lawn games: bocce, horseshoes, corn hole

	1600
	Band (TBD) starts

	1700 – 2000
	Chili is served

	1830
	People's Choice and Judges' voting ends

	1900
	Awards for all categories

	2000
	Event ends


BOOTH SET-UP INSTRUCTIONS
Booth set-up may begin Saturday at 1000; cooking commences at 1200, not before. Unload zones will be set up on the east and north sides of the Club.
There will most likely be NO PARKING anywhere on the point past the clubhouse — this will be strictly enforced. Volunteers will operate golf carts to shuttle team members and attendees.
Bring a 10x10 canopy, lights, and decorations for your chili team — make it festive and fun, and bring friends!
VENUE AND LAYOUT
Booths will be arranged on Club grounds per the layout provided at registration. The south lawn will host bocce ball, horseshoes, and corn hole from 1400–1800 — feel free to bring additional lawn games. Everyone is welcome to enjoy the day at their leisure; consider bringing a teammate to help “man” your booth.
DISQUALIFICATION
Pre-cooking meat prior to Saturday, October 3rd will disqualify a Habanero Division entry from judging. Check-in closes promptly at 1200 — late arrivals should expect a long walk from parking with equipment in tow.
JUDGING
Habanero Division — judged panel; 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards.
Jalapeno Division — judged panel; 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards.
People's Choice — voted by attendees; 1st place only.
AWARDS
A new perpetual trophy will be introduced this year — the Habanero Division winner's team name will be engraved on the plaque. Awards are TBD; expect fun trophies and/or gift certificates to local restaurants.
DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY
Preparing and serving food to judges and attendees carries an inherent risk. Each team is responsible for the ingredients used and prepared in their chili, and any team preparing or serving harmful ingredients will be held liable. By participating in this event, each team agrees to release the event organizers (Davis Island Yacht Club, event staff, judges, and volunteers) from any and all liability associated with participation, to the fullest extent permitted by law.
PARKING
Parking on the point past the clubhouse will not be available and will be strictly enforced. Plan to arrive early — golf cart shuttles will be running for team members and attendees.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Event Organizer: Francine Messano — 813-625-2222 or captainfrancinem@gmail.com
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